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Hannibal was suddenly called upon to show Ms qualities
as a general; and lie himself took advantage of the difficul-
ties of the country on which the enemy chiefly relied. De-
clining to cross the Tagus with so large a force in his vicin-
ity, he contented himself, when attacked, with holding his
own, and at nightfall took up a strong position on the right
bank of the river, fortifying it in such a manner as to lead
the enemy to believe that he intended to act on the defensive
in that position. Meanwhile, he sent out scouts to reconnoi-
tre the river, who found up the stream, and not far off, a
practicable ford. While the barbarians were debating how
best to deliver an attack on the morrow, Hannibal, shortly
after the fall of night, keeping his camp-fires bright and
leaving a rear-guard to simulate the presence of the army,
stole a march upon them, crossed the Tagus and took up a
new and similar position on the left or farther bank, oppo-
site the ford held by the barbarians, purposing to punish
their temerity, as he must not fail to do if he was to quiet
the land.

He had escaped the chief danger by acting on a common
theory of barbarians, that no army will undertake an impor-
tant march at night, of which Alexander so often, and he
himself later in the Alps so ably, took advantage. He could
now direct events himself.

Like all barbarians, these tribes ascribed Hannibal's retire-
ment to fear. Early in the morning they followed him up
and began fording the river in detached parties, expecting to
make him an easy prey. Anticipating exactly this, Han-
nibal had made his plans. The main ford lay at a bend in
the river, of which the convexity was nearest Hannibal's new
position. Along the banks he had distributed his elephants
as a curtain to his infantry. In the centre, opposite the ford,and with a full calculation of means and con-
